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St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church 

Rev. Fr. Steny Mascarenhas OCD 

PASTOR steny1ocd@shaw.ca  (778-321-8301) 

Deacon James Meskas  (604-615-5677) 

jamiemeskas@gmail.com 

PARISH STAFF  

Beccie Bokenfohr (Administrative Assistant) 

st.anthonys@shaw.ca  
SUNDAY EUCHARIST  

Sunday 09:00 am, 11:00 am  

WEEKDAY EUCHARIST  

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  

and Saturday 09:00 am Tuesday, 7:00 pm  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION Monday, 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 8 to 8:40 am, 

Tuesday 6:30 pm to 6:55 pm  

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

 Every Friday at 09:30 am (Benediction at 10:30 am)  

 

PARISH GROUPS 

Parish Finance Council: Wayne Turner 778 878 0665 

Parish Pastoral Council: Rick McArthur 604 220 5843 

CWL: Lynda Van Scheyndel, 604 491 3000 

Knights of Columbus: Gerard Gouwenberg, 604 316 9708 

Youth Ministry: Annie Killoran & Coral Gouwenberg  

604 701 9948, 604 799 4724 

PREP: Emee Wenk  604 796 3116 

RCIA: Ginny Lejeune 604 796 9573 

Lectors: Jack Van Dongen 604 997-4625 

Eucharistic Ministers:  

Counters: Wilma Struys 604 796 8901 

Sacristy: Patrick Donegan 604 796 0261 

Ushers/Greeters:  Gerald Struys 604 796 8901 

Fundraising committee: Jack Van Dongen 604 997-4625 

Parish Screening Committee:   

Peggy Turner 778 878 0650 

Maintenance: Frank Van Scheyndel 604 491 3000 

SACRAMENTS: Please contact the Parish Office 

Music coordinators 

Beccie Bokenfohr at  604 796 3137 

Anna Gouwenberg at 604-796-2341 

Annie Killoran at 604 701 9948  

Ron & Marguerite Rocheleau  604 796 1236 
Project Advance: Leonne Beebe 604 796 3382 

Parish Website:  http://stanthonyagassiz.ca 

We, the Catholic community of St. Anthony of Padua, 
relying on the wisdom and the grace of God, unite 

ourselves to the call for  renewal and transformation of 
our spiritual, social and economic life  

4th    Sunday of Advent  –  December 18, 2016 

Christmas and new Year schedule  

Christmas Potluck Dinner on 18th Dec. @4pm 

24th Christmas Eve @ 7.30pm 

25th Christmas Day @ 9am and 11am  

31st Dec. Mass @ 9am followed by Adoration 

Advent Reflection:  In today’s Gospel, Joseph was awoken 

by an Angel and immediately “did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him”. Joseph could not have possibly seen the entire 

picture of what was ahead; still, he trusted God and believed that 

he was doing the right thing. Committing to making stewardship 

a way of life is the right thing to do.  Even though you can’t see 

the big picture when you first take that step in faith, you realize. 

You’ve done the right thing because of the rewards that follow. 

The rewards come predominantly as a result of the day-to-day 

choices we make as stewards. Still, there are those occasional, 

‘out of now here ‘rewards that can only be attributed to God’s 

grace. “Stewardship is the right thing to do…its rewards can’t be 

kept out!” – Bishop Emeritus Eugene Gerber. 

DECREE For the Closing of Holy Cross Church, Surrey, in 

Star of the Sea Parish 

Having received the recommendation of the Pastor of Star of the 

Sea Parish and having consulted the Presbyteral Council of the 

Archdiocese of Vancouver on August 23, 2016, I, J. Michael 

Miller, CSB, Archbishop of Vancouver, hereby decree that Holy 

Cross Church located in Surrey, BC, is to be canonically closed 

and no longer used for divine worship effective January 16, 2017, 

in accordance with canon 1222, §2. The entire decree can be read 

at rcav.org/Decree-Holy-Cross-Church. 

Archbishop's Annual Mass for Life  

Join us as we celebrate life on Wednesday, Dec. 28, at Holy 

Rosary Cathedral, Vancouver. Rosary begins at 11:30 a.m. and 

Mass is at 12:10 p.m. Reception to follow in Holy Rosary Hall 

(donation of finger foods appreciated). “May we defend it and 

promote it from conception to its natural end.” 
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December 18, 2016 4th   Sunday of Advent  – December 18, 2016 

Mass Intentions 

Sunday 9 am 

11 am 

Angus McIntyre+ 

Peter Nguyen+ 

Monday 9 am Angus McIntyre+ 

Tuesday 9am Peter Nguyen+ 

Wednesday 9 am Peter Nguyen+ 

Thursday  9 am Angus McIntyre+ 

Friday 9 am Souls who are separated 

from the church 

Saturday 7.30pm Ruker Slayer 

December 11, 2016 

Envelopes $485.00 

Loose $111.65 

Total 596.65 

   

 .  

. 

Holy Communion for the shut in - may be 

given at home upon request. Please contact the 

parish office.    

We remember in prayer all those who are 
sick, including: Peggy Turner, Florence 
Sinclair, Joan Vowles, Beverly Westlin, Sally 
Harrison, Susan Williams, Baby Rose Beebe, 
Joe Yunick, Stella Hildebrandt, Trudi, Lynn 
Gray, Cheryl Yaretz, Lynn Gray, Brian  Sparkes, 
Stella Hughes 

We remember in prayer: those who have  
died:  Angus McIntyre, Louis Reyes, Hannah 
Magnien, Sr. Deborah Isaacs, RGS 

New in the Parish? Have you registered 

yet? If you are new or have not registered yet, 

please fill out a Parish Registration Form 

available in the gathering area.  Drop off at the 

office or in the collection basket at Mass 

A special thank you to the parishioners 

who have so generously given of their 

time to help keep the parking lot clean and 

clear this past week…. Especially to 

Adrie Stuyt and Rick McArthur  

THANK YOU!! 

Find an Advent Penitential Service near 

you! ALL SERVICES BEGIN AT 7:00 PM 

Prepare for the coming of Our Lord at 

Christmas! Advent is the great season of hope 

and preparation. During this time we are all 

encouraged to go to confession as a way to 

prepare for the coming of the Son of God with 

joyful hope and anticipation. Throughout the 

Archdiocese there are many special penitential 

services available.  

Monday, Dec. 19th:  St. Nicholas , Langley 

Tuesday, Dec. 20th:  St. Mary’s Chilliwack 

Wednesday, Dec. 21st: St. Ann’s, Abbotsford 

Thursday, Dec. 22nd:  St.’s Joachim /Ann, 

Aldergrove  

EDUCATION ASSISTANT position 

available Agassiz Christian School is 

accepting applications for a part time (3.5 

hours/morning) Education Assistant to begin 

January 3, 2017.  We are seeking someone 

who relates well with children, has some 

training in working with special needs 

children, and is willing to learn.  Please 

forward your resume, with references and 

statement of faith, to:  John Zuidhof 7571 

Morrow Road, Agassiz BC V0M 1A2 Phone 

604-796-9310 jzuidhof@agassizchristian.com  

Reflection: A dream changed Joseph’s life—and ours (Gospel). 

A mere dream, like what you and I have every night. How 

trustworthy could this be? And yet the safety of Mary and the 

child Jesus and that of the whole world depended on it! In this 

dream, an angel told Joseph that Mary’s pregnancy was from the 

Holy Spirit of God. Mary had accepted this readily but without 

really understanding. And the angel said that Joseph should not 

be afraid of the pregnancy, even though he had not yet even 

married this woman. 
Not be afraid? Everyone could see that Joseph’s fiancé was “in a 

family way.” USA culture might applaud this fact, as it does 

when movie stars have children with whomever they please as 

often as they please. In Biblical culture marriage was a sacred 

act, a participation in God’s own fidelity, and it seemed that 

Mary had broken with that fidelity, at least as far as the 

townspeople could see. The Blessed Mother a public sinner! No 

wonder Joseph was making arrangements for a “quiet divorce.” 
So why in the world would he reverse himself and trust a dream? 

Do you trust dreams? A friend of mine had one about a kangaroo 

sitting on the roof in a rocking chair smoking a pipe! Should my 

friend check the roof for rocking chairs, just in case? No. We 

take a dream for what it is, a mechanism of our psyche that 

somehow processes our experience but does not give us literal 

truth. We do not usually rely on them for life-changing messages. 
Why did Joseph? I think the answer has to do with something St. 

Ignatius of Loyola calls “discernment.” 
In general, discernment is an examination of one’s internal 

reactions (“movements of spirit”), especially when they happen 

in prayer. There are many different movements, of course, but 

there is one that may describe Joseph’s dream. Sometimes, 

rarely, grace is so gently strong that the person praying has an 

inner assurance that the experience did not come from 

imagination but from God. Somehow it is something impossible 

to doubt. 
You and I have to be careful not to get carried away by this 

notion. Probably many of us could convince ourselves that God 

or an angel spoke to us this morning. We need to “discern” which 

experiences are from God and which are not. Are they quiet? Do 

they lead toward God or away? What is the long-term result? A 

spiritual director could help us sort through such questions. 
But I think Joseph’s might have discerned his dream as coming 

from God. It contained—not a kangaroo, but—a quiet certainty 

of the presence of God. No doubts followed it, though they 

would surely seem warranted. Joseph’s dream was like the face 

of mother to an infant. It was like the voice of a close friend. 
Joseph was a good man. He already had a storehouse of trust in 

God’s love. He did not experience this storehouse as broken into 

and entered, shattered or pulled to pieces by the dream. Instead 

the message fit right into the design of Joseph’s life with God 

and his love of Mary. And so they followed. 
What is your internal sense of the Christmas story? Is the birth of 

God impossible, reserved for children? Or do you find the roots 

of trust within yourself as Joseph did? 

Something to think about 

What a great time of the year Christmas can be if we can remove the clutter. 

We can get tied up with running from house to house, which is fun but not the 

reason or needed focus for the season. We can get tied up with gifts, getting 

and giving. We can get tied up with the tree and lights and decorating. We can 

get tied up with cooking and baking those special treats. As much as we enjoy 

each of those things, they cannot take the place of what needs to be or should 

be our focus. We can fill our schedule with concerts or church gathering. Those 

can be good, but they too can take our eyes off the reason for the season. 

It is like in racing, we can do some things well in the in the shop, you can do 

some things well practice and be headed the right direction and build on them 

in qualifying. You can be busy all day. You can even win your heat race, then 

run well in the beginning of the feature and still lose out by starting in the back 

and never able to make up the lost positions. Even though those earlier things 

were good, if you do not finish up front you have missed the focus, the goal of 

the win. 

As we come to Christmas, let me remind you and myself of some things to help 

us stay focused on Christmas. Yes, it is all about Christ, Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Christmas is about remembering that Jesus, God himself, came to earth on 

purpose, and with a purpose. He was and is fully God and fully Man. Even 

though we do not know the exact date of the year, we can take a day and 

celebrate and echo praise that He did come and will come again. 

As we think about the gifts we give during Christmas, we are reminded that 

Jesus offers the greatest of all gifts, which is salvation. Jesus offers salvation to 

those that will follow and surrender to His lordship, those who are willing to 

put self out and put Christ on. 

Let’s look at the importance of “gifts” to God as He explains them. In Romans 

6:23 - "For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord." In that verse, we see that we are given eternal life in Christ 

Jesus. In Ephesians 2:8 the Bible states, "For it is by grace you have been 

saved, through faith-and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God". To 

emphasize this and place it in context 2 Corinthians 9:15 proclaims, "Thanks be 

to God for his indescribable gift"! WOW, can you believe we are given this. A 

stranger, an enemy of God, is allowed to have the indescribable of the highest 

magnitude, the gift of salvation. God also talks of the gifts of repentance, of 

grace, and of the Holy Spirit. None of those gifts should be taken lightly, yet in 

comparison with salvation they pale. Are you a little more excited about 

Christmas now, a little more focused on the reason for the season? 

Here are some other things that remind us of Jesus being the focus of the 

season: 

Lights – the star that guided the wise men to Jesus and the Jesus is the light of 

the world 

Singing – there is great worship in Psalms and Revelation where we see singing 

Gathering together – we see those waiting for Messiah, those coming to see 

Him 

The tree – two important ones, one for a cradle and one for a cross 

We are reminded that there were many prophecies that were all fulfilled 

proving the incredible nature of the gift of Jesus Christ coming to us and for us. 

We are the ones that are given the gift of salvation. It is placed before us and 

God wants us to receive it. John 1:12 - "Yet to all who received him, to those 

who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God." 

Colossians 2:6 "So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord "- make it 

clear that we have this gift available and we have to receive it. Don’t miss it. 

Don’t miss the greatest gift ever given to man. Your Christmases will never be 

the same if you are part of His family. 

Up-Coming Events 

PREP Classes: Confirmation; Fridays at 3 pm,  

1st Communion;  Wednesdays at 3 pm  

PREP classes are on holidays til January 4/ 6th! 

Adoration: 1st  Friday of every month at 9.30am 

  Divine Mercy Novena: Every Friday 9.30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Parish Potluck Dinner Tonight 
4:00 PM 

Oh the weather outside is frightful, but it’s 

going to be warm and cozy inside the parish 

hall!   Please come and bring your favorite 

food and join in the fun in celebration  of 

Christmas with other parishioners. 

If you haven’t been able to sign up yet, don’t 

let that stop you!   Everyone is welcome!!!!  

See you there. 

Poinsettias for Christmas: 
Would you like to place a poinsettia in 

our Christmas Altar Display to honor 

a loved one?     If so, you may use the 

specially marked envelopes provided 

in the pews, along with the donation 

and the name(s) of those to whom 

who you wish to acknowledge. 

(Kindly indicate your name or 

envelope number) You may drop them 

into Sunday offering basket, or at the 

parish office.   Thank you! 
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